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Last night, a spectacular Gala took place at the French Film Academy in honour of the movie sensation, Georges Melies. The movie maker, who was thought to be deceased, returned to the stage and delivered a wonderful speech. The speech from Melies left the crowd in shock as they listened to words they never thought they would hear. 
Rene Tabard- a worthy member of the French Film Academy- told the crowd that he and Etienne Pruchon, one of Rene’s colleagues, have restored just over 80 of the 500 films produced by Melies after they were destroyed and damaged in the Great War but they hope to soon find more. Some were aged and ripped in places but they were all fixed and are back in the cinema to be watched by the world.
The packed out hall were lucky enough to watch all 80 of the rescued films, many for the first time. Isabelle Melies (Georges Melies’ Goddaughter) told us “We have now realised the purpose of my Godfather once again!”                                                               Georges Melies delivering his speech.

The atmosphere inside the theatre was happy and lively as everyone laughed and joked about the magic on screen. This Gala was a successful celebration of Georges Melies and his movie making career. When we had a word with Hugo Cabret (an orphan that the Melies family took in earlier this year) he said “ It is true dreams really are made on movie sets!”  The speech that the pioneering illusionist gave was inspirational,“ I do not  see you as Parisians, bankers and office workers, I address you tonight as you really are, 









Wizards, mermaids, travellers, adventures and magicians.” This speech left the audience touched and relieved that Melies had, after a tough few years, returned to the stage.
After the Gala, Friends and Family of Georges headed back to the Melies house hold for an after party. Melies will be remembered for his truly  magical and pioneering career. Melies has returned to the cinema for all generations to see once again. 
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