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FLIGHT

L ike a man-made magic wish, the aeroplane began
to rise.

The boy sitting in the cockpit gripped his seat and
held his breath as the plane climbed into the arms of
the sky. Fred's jaw was set with concentration, and
his fingers twitched, following the movements of the
pilot beside him: joystick, throttle.

The aeroplane vibrated as it flew faster into the
setting sun, following the swerve of the Amazon

. River below them. Fred could see the reflection of

~ the six-seater plane, a spot of black on the vast sweep

of blue, as it sped towards Manaus, the city on the
vater.




