Multiplying Fractions

The next six pages cover how to do calculations with fractions. Let's start with multiplication.

Multiply Whole Numbers by Fractions...

When you're talking about fractions, “of " just means “fimes".

8o calculating % % 20 is the same as finding % of 20.

To multiply any number by a fraction, you fimes by the numerator
and divide by the denominator. 7
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: 1) Partition 38 into a whole number and a fraction: 38 =3+ 5 |
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You can multiply and divide
in either order — just do

what's easier. So here, you
could do 16 x 5 = 80, and

| 2) Multiply the whole number by 16... 3 X 16 = 48

| 3) ...and multiply the fraction by 16. To work out % x 16:
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| Divide by the denominator Then multiply by the numerator

i 4) Add the two answers together. 48 + 10 = 58. 8o 3% X 16 = 58. )
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...0r Fractions by Other Fractions xizo
To mulliply fractione: K 1) Multiply the top numbers. 3 L _

2) Multiply the bottom numbers. 5 20
— 4 X 5 = 20
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: That's a half of a half. =
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« Multiply the numerators together and Ao L XL e 1 .
« multiply the denominators together: A L % 4 4
. Hers ': g atgwn on.a ﬁ_agh_og_l_lm_r 1 1 You'll notice the answer's smaller, *
¢ 7 TXT=7Z even though you're multiplying. :
< R Imagine half a cake being cut in half
- Leee Al | ' (g you get a quarter of a cake. p
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"I can multiply fractions by whole numbers, D D D

and by other fractions.

Section Three — Fractions, Decimals & Percentages




